
 

 

 

Source: The Nature  
Conservancy -- The Nature 
Conservancy of Texas and the 
U.S. Army entered into a for-
mal cooperative agreement 
Sept. 17 to identify and protect 
habitat for endangered spe-
cies surrounding Camp Bullis, 
one of the nationôs most im-
portant military medic training 
facilities.  
     The agreement, known as 
an Army Compatible Use 
Buffer, will permanently con-
serve important undeveloped 
areas of habitat outside of the 
Camp for the golden-cheeked 
warbler, an endangered song-
bird, and help Camp Bullis 
continue its critical Depart-
ment of Defense medical and 
combat training operations. 
     Rapid development of land 
surrounding Camp Bullis has 
been a concern to the Army 
because of the militaryôs long-
standing stewardship of habi-
tat on the post. Camp Bullis 
now supports a robust and 
growing population of golden-
cheeked warblers.  
     If key remaining habitat 
within the biological recovery 
unit where the Camp is lo-
cated is not protected, con-
tinuing increase of the species 
at Camp Bullis could make 
training there more challeng-
ing in the future. 
     ñThe Nature Conservancy 
is honored to partner once 
again with the Army to ensure 
endangered species habitat 
remains undeveloped,ò said 
Laura Huffman, state director 

for The Nature Conservancy 
of Texas.  
     ñFor nearly 20 years weôve 
worked with the military at Fort 
Hood to protect golden-
cheeked warbler habitat. This 
latest agreement reaffirms that 
our two organizations have a 
lot in common and can forge 
dynamic, effective partner-
ships that result in measurable 
conservation benefits for en-
dangered species.ò 
     ñThis cooperative agree-
ment is essential to allowing 
us to continue our Defense 
Department training missions 
at Camp Bullis,ò said Col. 
Mary Garr, garrison com-
mander at Fort Sam Houston.  
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The endangered golden -
cheeked warbler flies 
north in the spring to 
breed, nesting only in the 

juniper - oak woodlands of 

central Texas . They arrive 
in March to nest and raise 
their young and leave in 
July to spend the winter 
in Mexico and Central 
America.  

U.S. Army medics experience simulated com-

bat training at Camp Bullis in San Antonio.  

 



 

 

by John Boggess  
Thompson Marketing  -- 
    Spurs great and now NBA 
Hall of Famer David Robinson 
and Spurs Championship 
Coach Gregg Popovich are 
two of San Antonioôs more 
famous citizens.  They also 
have military backgrounds and 
choosing to make San Antonio 
their homes in common.  They 
both are now giving of their 
time to be spokespersons for 
City of San Antonioôs new 
ñEmbrac e BRAC San Anto-
nioò public awareness pro-
gram. 
     ñWhen we were thinking 
about who might make great 
spokespersons for the Em-
brac e BRAC campaign, David 
Robinson and Coach Pop-
ovich jumped to the top of the 
list,ò said Thompson Market-
ing President Matt Mohr.  
ñThey have so much in com-
mon with what the San Anto-
nio BRAC project is about and 
are both nationally-known, we 
decided to approach them 
both.  We were very fortunate 
that both stars agreed to par-
ticipate.ò 
     The City of San Antonioôs 
ñEmbrace BRACò campaign is 
designed to raise the aware-
ness in San Antonio about the 
BRAC projectôs business and 
job opportunities associated 
with the multi-billion dollar 
military base improvements.  
The program will also be 
reaching out to families across 
the country who will have the 
chance to move to San Anto-
nio as the military relocates all 
of its medical training facilities 
from around the country to 
San Antonio. 

     ñIôm very proud of my mili-
tary training and service.  Iôm 
also glad our family decided to 
make San Antonio our home,ò 
Robinson said. ñThis BRAC 
project is a major boost for 
San Antonioôs economy and I 
was happy to help in the effort 
to raise awareness of the 
enormous military work hap-
pening in San Antonio as well 
as welcoming the families that 
will be moving here.ò 
     The military is investing 
more than $3 billion in con-
struction, mostly at Ft. Sam 
Houston, as part of consolidat-
ing its medical training and 
research facilities and person-
nel. 
     Fort Sam Houston will wel-
come more than 4100 new 
Navy and Air Force students 
each year in addition to the 
5,000 Army students currently 
training at the post. More than 
47,000 students will receive 
medical training annually at 
Fort Sam Houston.  Once 
BRAC relocations are com-
pleted and missions are run-
ning at full capacity in the next 
couple of years, more than 
150,000 Army, Navy and Air 
Force students will be attend-
ing enlisted and officer training 
programs at Randolph, Lack-
land and Fort Sam Houston 
annually.   
     Additionally, the military is 
reorganizing San Antonioôs 
military bases.  At the conclu-
sion of this process known as 
ñjoint basing,ò San Antonio will 
have the largest base opera-
tion within the Department of 
Defense with a workforce of 
more than 77,000 people.   
     ñWith most of the San An-

tonio BRAC work happening 
at Ft. Sam Houston, we knew 
we needed to be very involved 
in this outreach campaign,ò 
said Phillip Reidinger, Ft. Sam 
Houstonôs public information 
officer.  ñA successful imple-
mentation of the San Antonio 
BRAC program will have very 
strong local impacts but also 
will be extremely important to 
our military members serving 
all around the world.ò 
     Robinson and Popovich 
join San Antonio Mayor Julian 
Castro and other city and mili-
tary leaders in a series of vid-
eos, TV and radio public ser-
vice announcements and print 
pieces to encourage San An-
tonioôs citizens to stay up to 
date with BRAC happenings 
while providing a warm wel-
come to families moving to the 
city. 
     ñThe centerpiece of our 
program is a feature-rich web-
site that is not only visually 
inviting but full of very impor-
tant information for both of our 
target audiences,ò Mohr ex-
plained. ñCitizens and entre-
preneurs alike can keep up 
with business opportunities, 
but families outside of San 
Antonio can find most of what 
theyôll want to know about 
their new home.  We tried to 
make the Embrac e BRAC 
website like a óone-stop shopô 
but in a concise, friendly way.ò 
     For more information on 
the San Antonio BRAC pro-
ject, go to 

www.EmbraceBRAC.org . 
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Spurs great helps San Antonio òEmbraceó BRAC 

òThis BRAC project is a 

major boost for San 

Antonioõs economy and I 

was happy to help in the 

effort to raise 

awareness of the 

enormous military work 

happening in San 

Antonio.ó 

David Robinson, former 

San Antonio Spur 

http://www.EmbraceBRAC.org


 

 

by Joe N. Wiggins  
311 HSW Public Affairs  
BROOKS CITY-BASE,  
Texas -- In a move designed 
to better manage Air Force 
operations at Brooks City-
Base as the installation moves 
toward the BRAC-mandated 
2011 closure, the 311th Hu-
man Systems Wing reorgan-
ized into the 311th Air Base 
Group in an announcement 
released today.   
     Col. Harry R. Kimberly III 
became the first commander 
of the new 311 Air Base 
Group as part of an an-
nouncement made by Lt. Gen. 
Thomas J. Owen, commander 
of the Aeronautical Systems 
Center, Air Force Materiel 
Command, located at Wright-
Patterson Air Force Base, 
Ohio.   
     Ms. Jaime E. Hurley retired 
as the last director of the 
311th Human Systems Wing, 
the predecessor of the 311th 
Air Base Group. Ms. Hurley 
retired after 30 years of ser-
vice.   
     Since it was first estab-
lished in October 1998, the 
311th Human System Wing at 
Brooks City-Base provided 
support for 3,500 military and 
civilian personnel, 7,000 stu-
dents and 10,500 family mem-
bers. The wing also provided 
operational support for the Air 
Force Research Laboratory, 
77th Aeronautical Systems 
Group, the Air Force Audit 
Agency, Air Force Center for 
Engineering and the Environ-
ment and fifteen other tenant 
organizations.  The wing man-
aged a 1,300 - acre complex 
with 1.7 million square feet in 
over 200 facilities.    
     As the base draws down to 
complete closure in Septem-
ber 2011, the activation of an 
air base group allows the staff 
to provide key oversight of 
closure functions, while other 
support activities will be pro-

vided by units at Lackland and 
Randolph.   
 
311 HUMAN SYSTEMS 
WING HISTORY 
 
     The 311th Human Systems 
Wing's origins go back to Jan. 
19, 1918, when the Medical 
Research Laboratory was 
formed at Hazelhurst Field, 
N.Y. In 1922, this laboratory 
was redesignated the School 
of Aviation Medicine, and four 
years later it moved to Brooks 
Field which was a center for 
primary flight training. Both 
organizations moved to 
Randolph Field in October 
1931. The school moved back 
to Brooks during the summer 
of 1959 and the base became 
the headquarters for the Aero-
space Medical Center the 
same year.   
     The center represented the 
initial step in placing the man-
agement of aerospace medi-
cal research, education and 
clinical medicine under one 
command. Both the school 
and center were reassigned 
from Air Training Command to 
Air Force Systems Command 
in November 1961 and as-
signed to the new organiza-
tion, Aerospace Medical Divi-
sion.    
     On Nov. 21, 1963, Presi-
dent John F. Kennedy dedi-
cated four new buildings in the 
complex that housed the 
Aerospace Medical Division. 
This was his last official act 
before his assassination in 
Dallas the following day.   
     In 1986, the Department of 
Defense began streamlining 
its organization as a result of 
the Packard Commission rec-
ommendations. This division's 
acquisition mission empha-
sized its human-centered 
technologies. It restructured 
its functional areas and was 
renamed the Human Systems 
Division on Feb. 6, 1987.   

     In December 1990, the Air 
Force Systems Command 
underwent a major restructur-
ing which consolidated 16 
laboratories nationwide into 
four. Brooks Air Force Base 
and the Human Systems Divi-
sion became home of one of 
the "super labs," the Arm-
strong Laboratory.   
     On July 1, 1992, the Hu-
man Systems Division was 
renamed the Human Systems 
Center as part of the structur-
ing of the new Air Force Mate-
riel Command. The command 
was activated July 1, 1992, 
when the Air Force Logistics 
Command and Air Force Sys-
tems Command were inte-
grated.   
     In October 1997, the Air 
Force consolidated its four 
super labs (Armstrong, Rome, 
Phillips, and Wright Labs) into 
one lab, the Air Force Re-
search Laboratory (AFRL), 
headquartered at Wright-
Patterson AFB. The four labo-
ratories' 25 directorates were 
streamlined into ten director-
ates. The Armstrong Labora-
tory's former functions and 
organizations at Brooks 
(minus some that were trans-
ferred to the Human Systems 
Center and U.S. Air Force 
School of Aerospace Medi-
cine) became the Human Ef-
fectiveness Directorate 
(Armstrong Research Site) of 
AFRL. The Human Effective-
ness Directorate then reported 
directly to Headquarters AFRL 
and no longer to the Center 
commander at Brooks as in 
the past.   
     In a further effort to stream-
line facilities, improve quality 
and cut costs, the Human 
Systems Center was placed 
under the command of the 
Aeronautical Systems Center 
at Wright Patterson AFB. On 
Oct. 1, 1998, the HSC was 
redesignated the 311th Hu-
man Systems Wing. 

Brooks wing reorganizes; base takes next step toward closure 
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The history of Brooks City -
Base parallels the history 
of military aviation and 
aviation medicine in the 

United States. After the 
United States entered 
World War I in 1917, the 
U.S. Army recognized the 
need for trained flying in-

structors. San Antonio was 
chosen for a year - round 

training site due to its fa-
vorable climate, good wa-
ter supply and convenient 
transportation facilities.  



 

 

(Continued from page 1)   
     ñWith The Nature Conser-
vancyôs help, we look forward 
to acquiring conservation 
easements outside of the 
Camp that will protect habitat 
for endangered species and 
ensure a realistic environment 
for medical field training and 
tactical combat operations 
training for units of all 
branches of the United States 
Armed Forces.ò 
     Under the terms of the five-
year agreement, the Conser-
vancy will lead efforts on be-
half of the Army to identify 
land within the Golden-
cheeked Warbler Recovery 
Unit surrounding Camp Bullis 
with appropriate habitat and 
secure conservation ease-
ments ï permanent land-use 
agreements that limit develop-

ment and preserve wildlife 
habitat ï with willing landown-
ers who are compensated for 
the restrictions on their prop-
erty. 
     These easements will cre-
ate permanently protected 
areas outside of the Camp 
and will provide mitigation 
credits, allowing Camp Bullis 
to continue its military mission 
by avoiding or reducing re-
strictions on training areas 
imposed under of the Endan-
gered Species Act. The ease-
ments may also benefit the 
Edwards Aquifer, regional 
water quality, and other rare 
and endangered plants and 
animals unique to the region. 
     The nearly 28,000-acre 
Camp Bullis is home to five 
known endangered species ï 
the golden-cheeked warbler, 

black-capped vireo, Madlaôs 
cave meshweaver and two 
cave-dwelling beetles. The 
facility straddles Bexar and 
Comal counties and is a sub-
installation of Fort Sam Hous-
ton in San Antonio.  
     The post provides maneu-
vering grounds and serves as 
a combat training facility for 
active duty and reserve Army, 
Marine, Navy and Air Force 
units. It has long been consid-
ered the premiere medic field 
training facility in the United 
States. More than 160,000 
soldiers train each year at 
Camp Bullis and by 2011, 
every medic in the Armed 
Forces will conduct field train-
ing at the Camp. 
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Coalition helps Brooks City-Base Airmen with smooth transition 

Partnership underway to protect endangered birds  

by Joe N. Wiggins  
311 HSW Public Affairs  
BROOKS CITY-BASE,  
Texas -- A mixed coalition of 
Dayton business leaders, Air 
Force civilians and military 
members, hosted by the 88th 
Air Base Wing at Wright-
Patterson AFB visited Brooks 
City-Base, Texas on Septem-
ber 15 to help a group of 170 
Airmen from Brooks City-Base 
units get answers to questions 
and ease their transition when 
their units move to the Dayton 
area.   
     In addition to serving as an 
information-sharing session 
for the transitioning Airmen, 
the discussions also allowed 
the Wright-Patterson and Day-
ton-area coalition members to 
learn a lot about the people 
that will be moving to their 
area. Col. (Dr.) William E. 
Venanzi, Jr., chief of the medi-
cal staff at the 88th Medical 
Group, learned many of the 
Airmen undergoing transition 
have a wide range of inter-
ests.   

     ñWeôve dealt with a wide 
range of questions while here 
at Brooks, from the community 
to the military support and 
services available on the 
base,ò said Col. Venanzi.  
ñThis is my second visit to 
Brooks, and Iôm interested in 
letting these Airmen know 
about their new workplaces, 
as well as make sure they 
know we can and will fully 
support their families when 
they arrive.ò 
     While here, Col. Venanzi 
dealt with a wide range of 
issues, and assured everyone 
they would have what they 
need in the Dayton and Wright
-Patterson communities to find 
a challenging work environ-
ment as well as an active per-
sonal life.   ñAny service or 
support they now get from 
Wilford Hall (at Lackland AFB) 
they will find at Wright-
Patterson,ò he said.  ñAlso, 
there are numerous education 
opportunities for continuing 
education from Kettering and 
Wright State Universities, as 
well as the University of Day-
ton,ò he explained.  

     Jacque Fisher, director of 
the Base Realignment & Clo-
sure office at the 88th Air Base 
Wing, said they were pleased 
with the results.   
     ñWe wanted to meet as 
many of the military members 
coming from Brooks as we 
could, and get the resources 
into their hands,ò she said. 
ñWe were pleased with the 
way it went, and look forward 
to more and more people 
moving to Wright-Patterson 
from Brooks,ò    
     A wide range of people 
from outside the base also got 
an opportunity to meet the 170 
Airmen that attended the ses-
sions and hear what is on their 
minds as the Brooks closure 
nears.   
     Kathleen Young, executive 
director of the Greene County 
Convention and Visitors Bu-
reau, heard many of the ques-
tions and also took the oppor-
tunity to pass on some good 
news for all military people 
moving to Ohio.   
 
(Continued next page)  
 

òWe wanted to meet as 

many of the military 

members coming from 

Brooks as we could, and 

get the resources into 

their hands.ó 


