
 

 

 

U.S. Army Corps of Engi-
neers  FORT SAM  
HOUSTON, Texas -- The 
Base Realignment and Clo-
sure project to expand Brooke 
Army Medical Center is mov-
ing into an accelerated phase 
of construction with the com-
pletion of the structural steel 
frame of the hospitalôs seven-
story addition.   
     To celebrate, a ñTopping 
Outò ceremony was held Feb. 
25 to mark the placement of 
the last steel girder needed at 
the top of the addition to finish 
the frame. 
     The final beam was signed 
by several members of the 
San Antonio military commu-
nity including Maj. Gen. Rus-
sell Czerw, commander, Fort 
Sam Houston and Army Medi-
cal Department Center & 
School and U.S. Army Garri-
son Commander Col. Mary 
Garr.  
     Several coins were also 
affixed to the beam represent-
ing a variety of military com-
mands. 
     The completion of the 
structural steel frame allows 
the projectôs focus to shift to-
ward finishing exterior walls, 
plumbing and electrical com-
ponents.   
     The seven-story addition 
will expand BAMC by approxi-
mately 760,000 square feet 
and provide space for 200 
more beds, a Level 1 trauma 
center, operating rooms, clini-
cal and administrative space, 
and an extension of BAMCôs 

internationally-acclaimed burn 
center. 
     The next phase of con-
struction is expected to more 
than double the roughly 500 
construction workers currently 
on site and increase the pace 
of construction as the project 
moves toward its completion 
deadline in 2011.  
     Already, more than one 
million labor hours have been 
devoted to the project.                                                                                              
     In total, between 2006 & 
2013, the Department of De-
fense is currently planning to 
spend more than $3.38 billion 
on construction/renovation 
projects at San Antonio mili-
tary bases.  
     All BRAC actions must be 
complete by September 15, 
2011. 
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Army Col. Mary Garr, gar-
rison commander, signs 
her name to the last steel 
girder to be placed in the 

new construction expand-

ing BAMC during a Top-
ping Outò ceremony Feb-
ruary 25. (Photo by Kari 
Thresher)  

Brooke Army Medical Center (San Antonio Military 
Medical Center ðNorth) Consolidated Tower   

 



 

 

by Brent Boller  
502nd Air Base Wing OL -A 
Public Affairs  -- When disas-
ter strikes in Texas or 
neighboring states, San Anto-
nio and its military resources 
are frequently called into ac-
tion.   
     Hurricane Katrina in 2005 
and Hurricanes Gustav and 
Ike in 2008, are stark remind-
ers of the  human and material 
costs inflicted by  these fero-
cious and capricious  forces of 
nature. 
     During Katrina and the 
2008 hurricane season, local 
military bases were called 
upon to provide major support 
in evacuee and aircraft shel-
tering, transportation, medical 
care  and myriad other activi-
ties. Now, Bexar County and 
city officials will find leveraging  
those resources much easier 
thanks to the Joint Base San 
Antonio structure mandated 
by the 2005 BRAC. 
     City, county and area base 
representatives met recently 
at the San Antonio Emergency 
Operations Center at Brooks 
City-Base  to receive a brief-
ing on the  procedures for 
requesting local military aid 
during natural or man-made 

disasters.  
     ñCivil authorities now have 
one point of contact for re-
questing help, and thatôs the 
502nd Air Base Wing,ò said 
Brig. Gen. Len Patrick, 502nd 
ABW commander.  ñIn the 
past  they had to contact each 
base,ò  he said.  ñThis is the 
next logical step in how the 
military works with the city ï 
itôs an exciting time.ò General  
Patrick commands the  sup-
port assets at Lackland Air 
Force Base, Randolph Air 
Force Base and in late April, 
Fort Sam Houston.  ñTodayôs 
meeting was historic,ò the 
general said.  ñNot only did we 
have leaders from  The 502nd 
ABW units on Lackland and 
Randolph AFBs, we also had 
representatives from the 59th 
Medical Wing, the Garrison at 
Fort Sam Houston, Army 
North and the city.  I canôt 
remember a pre-hurricane 
meeting here in San Antonio 
that was so comprehensive. 
We usually meet for the first 
time during the work up to a 
hurricane,ò  he said. 
     District Fire Chief Nim 
Kidd, emergency manage-
ment coordinator for the City 
of San Antonio, echoed the 

Generalôs enthusiasm for the 
refined process.  ñWe now 
have one button to push when 
it comes to military help.  I 
think weôre finally there,ò the 
chief said.  
     ñKnowing names and  
faces is a real plus,ò he said.  
Chief Kidd said the cityôs 
emergency operations center 
activates 5 to 7 days prior to a 
hurricane strike and itôs ad-
vantageous for the military to 
plug in as soon as possible. 
     Chief Kidd noted that hurri-
canes are not the only threat, 
but theyôre the most frequent. 
In fact, the Atlantic hurricane 
season officially begins on 
June 1. The  2010  season is 
more likely to resemble 2008 
than the relatively benign 
2009 season along the U.S. 
east and gulf coasts, accord-
ing to Accuweather.com and 
chief hurricane  forecaster Joe 
Bastardi. 
     General Patrick is pleased 
that Joint Base San Antonio 
and the city are  well out in 
front of it this year. ñNow we 
have a formal opportunity 
rather than the ócome as you 
areô situation we had in the 
past,ò the general said.  
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Joint Base San Antonio will help in times of need 

Brig. Gen. Patrick is a guest on new radio program 

     Brig Gen Leonard Patrick, 
Commander of the 502nd Air 
Base Wing along with Mr. Mike 
Novak, Tri-Chair of the San 
Antonio Military Transformation 
Task Force (MTTF) partici-
pated in the taping of new ra-
dio program in San Antonio 
called "Military City USA Ra-
dio" on News Talk 930 AM 
KLUP. The program aired at 8 
a.m. CST Saturday, February 
20th. Future programs can be 
heard via the internet at 
www.klup.com by clicking on 
the "Listen Live" button. The 
show is co-hosted by Mr. Mark 
Frye and Mr. John Thurman. 
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Brig. Gen. Leonard Pat-
rick, 502nd Air Base 
Wing commander, ad-
dresses military and city 

leadership during a De-
fense Support to Civil 
Authorities briefing at 
the San Antonio Emer-
gency Operations Center 
at Brooks City - Base. 

Seated at right is District 

Fire Chief Nim Kidd, 
emergency management 
coordinator for the City 
of San Antonio. (Photo 
by Brent Boller)  

From left to right: Brig Gen 
Patrick pictured with Mr. 
John Thurman, Co - host of 
"Military City USA Radio". 

(Photo by Brent Boller)  
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