
 

 

 

by Lori Newman, Fort Sam 
Houston Public Affairs --           
     More than 600 Soldiers 
stood in formation on MacAr-
thur Parade Field, while can-
nons boomed and the band 
played during a ceremony 
April 30 to bid farewell to the 
commanding general of Fort 
Sam Houston and the U.S. 
Army Medical Department 
Center & School.                                                
     Maj. Gen. Russell Czerw 
turned over command of the 
AMEDDC&S to Maj. Gen. 
David Rubenstein, as Czerw 
retired after more than 23 
years of military service.  
     ñMaj. Gen. Czerw is the 
kind of leader who does 
whatôs right and what needs to 
be done. He does it with grace 
and a personal touch,ò said Lt. 
Gen. Eric Schoomaker, Army 
Surgeon General and com-
mander of the Army Medical 
Command. ñHe has set a ster-
ling example in his career, one 
that we can all aspire to emu-
late.  
     ñHis leadership of the 
schoolhouse, doctrine devel-
opment and inter-service con-
solidation and integration at 
Fort Sam Houston and San 
Antonio has really been with-
out precedence.ò Schoomaker 
said in praising Czerw. ñHe 
has been a Soldier, states-
men, professional clinician 
and a leader during war and 
peace. He has displayed dis-
tinguished military service, 
professional competency, in-
tegrity and moral courage.ò                                                   

     ñI stand here today very 
proud that I have had the 
honor and the privilege to lead 
Soldiers,ò Czerw said. ñThe 
AMEDD Center and School is 
the foundation upon which the 
Army Medical Department is 
built. This institution is a col-
lection of brilliant, dedicated, 
motivated individuals who are 
all about the Soldier.ò  
     He thanked all the people 
who have influenced his life 
and his career and his family 
for their love and support and 
praised the young Soldiers for 
their efforts in the schoolhouse 
and their honor on the battle-
field. Schoomaker addressed 
Rubenstein saying, ñI know 
you are going to enjoy this 
opportunity immensely and I 
know you are up to the chal-

lenge.ò  (continued pg. 2)                                
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Maj. Gen. David A. Ruben-
stein (left) incoming com-
mander of the Army Medical 
Department Center & School 
receives the command colors 
from Army Surgeon General 
Lt. Gen. Eric B. Schoomaker 
signifying passage of respon-
sibility from outgoing Com-
mander Maj. Gen. Russell J. 
Czerw. (photo/Lori Newman)  

Maj. Gen. David A. Rubenstein (left) incoming commander 
of the Army Medical Center & School and Maj. Gen. Russell 
J. Czerw, outgoing commander AMEDDC&S salute the col-
ors as they pass the reviewing stand during a march in 
review of all units assembled. (photo/Lori Newman)  

 



 

 

(continued from pg. 1)  
     Rubenstein is a Texas na-
tive, who most recently served 
as the Army deputy surgeon 
general and is the chief of the 
Army Medical Service Corps. 
He graduated from Texas 
A&M University in 1977 and 
the Army War College in 
1997. He earned a Masterôs 
Degree in Health Administra-
tion from Baylor University 
and a Masterôs Degree in Mili-
tary Art and Science from the 
Armyôs Command and Gen-
eral Staff College. 
     ñFew possess his range of 
experience and expertise,ò 
Schoomaker said. ñHe will 
fully fill the boots of his prede-
cessor.ò 
     ñGeneral Schoomaker, I 

pledge that when you call, the 
AMEDD Center and School 
will be ready,ò Rubenstein 
said. ñWhether training medi-
cal Soldiers, developing bat-
tlefield doctrine or sending our 
own into harmôs way, when we 
are needed, we will be there.ò 
     In addressing the com-
manders, leaders and Soldiers 
of the Army, Rubenstein said 
the AMEDDC&S would con-
tinue to provide the very best 
medical support, equipment 
and doctrine to ensure quality 
care on the battlefield, in garri-
son and around the world.  
ñI will never forget that the 
single greatest sin a com-
mander can commit is to send 
an untrained Soldier into com-
bat,ò Rubenstein said.  

     ñWe will care for our Sol-
diers and we will care for our 
families. 
     ñI give you all of my drive, 
experience and concern,ò 
Rubenstein pledged to the 
Soldiers, Sailors, Airmen, civil-
ians and contractors who 
make up the AMEDDC&S. 
ñWe will work together, train 
together and provide value to 
the Army and the Army Medi-
cal Department together. We 
will also have fun together.ò 
     ñCeremonies like this are 
occurring throughout the Army 
constantly,ò Schoomaker said. 
ñThey really have important 
meaning because they dem-
onstrate continuity of leader-
ship and commitment of Sol-
diers throughout the Army.ò 
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502nd Mission Support Group stands up 
by Steve Elliott, Fort Sam 
Houston Public Affairs -- 
Gen. Stephen Lorenz, com-
mander of Air Education and 
Training Command, Brig. Gen. 
Leonard Patrick, commander 
of the 502nd Air Base Wing, 
and Mr. J. Randall Robinson, 
Director IMCOM (Installation 
Management Command) Re-
gion West officiated one of the 
last pieces of the Joint Base 
San Antonio puzzle moving 
into place April 26 as the 
502nd Mission Support Group 
officially stood up during a 
ceremony at Fort Sam Hous-
ton's historic MacArthur Field. 
     The new unit will eventually 
replace the U.S. Army Garri-
son at FSH when it reaches full 
operational capability Oct. 1. 
Joint Base San Antonio will 
cover nearly 67 square miles; 
have more than 80,000 full-
time employees performing 
211 missions; support 145,000 
students and include a retiree 
community of more than 
250,000. 
     While physically located on 
three different sides of the city, 
the 502nd MSG joins the 

802nd MSG at Lackland Air 
Force Base and the 902nd 
MSG at Randolph AFB to form 
the support infrastructure for 
Joint Base San Antonio, the 
largest joint base initiative in 
the entire Department of De-
fense. The three mission sup-
port groups fall under the 
502nd Air Base Wing, head-
quartered on Fort Sam Hous-
ton. 
     Air Force Brig. Gen. Leo-
nard A. Patrick is commander 
of the 8,000-person 502nd 
ABW, which consolidates 49 
installation management sup-
port functions for a military 
community with an annual op-
erating budget of more than 
$850 million and a $10.9 billion 
plant replacement value. The 
wing also supports in excess of 
$4.5 billion in directed Base 
Realignment and Closure and 
other major projects. 
     ñToday is about team work 
and itôs about moving forward,ò 
Patrick said after the cere-
mony. 
     ñToday is about making 
Joint Base San Antonio a rag-
ing success. I canôt tell you 

how excited I am to work with 
such professionals, particularly 
at this installation. 
     ñAt Lackland and Randolph 
Air Force Bases, we did a simi-
lar reorganization with the 37th 
Training Wing, 59th Medical 
Wing and 12th Flying Training 
Wing,ò Patrick said. 
     ñFor the last couple of 
months weôve had an opportu-
nity to find out how we take 
core processes to support our 
211 partners on these three 
installations with municipal 
services,ò he said. 
     Joint basing was mandated 
by the Base Realignment and 
Closure Commission in 2005 
to consolidate functions at ad-
jacent and nearby installations 
under one military service to 
optimize management. 
     Throughout the Department 
of Defense, 12 military loca-
tions will be affected by joint 
basing. Air Force has lead on 
six of the joint bases, Navy has 
lead on four and Army has 
lead on two. The Air Force was 
directed to be the executive 
agent in San Antonio. 

(continued next page)  

Col. Mary Garr, 502 nd  MSG/
Garrison commander and 
Air Force Brig. Gen. Leo-
nard A. Patrick, com-

mander of the 502nd Air 
Base Wing hold the 502nd 
Mission Support Group flag 
during  the groupôs official 
activation at Fort Sam 
Houstonôs MacArthur Field 
April 26.  


