
 

 

San Antonio Medical 
BRAC Integration Office 
(SAMBIO) FORT SAM 
HOUSTON, Texas --   
     BRAC construction pro-
gress on the Consolidated 
Tower at Brooke Army 
Medical Center can now be 
viewed via a new high-
definition webcam and 
website. With this technol-
ogy, the BAMC expansion 
is recorded through time-
lapse photography and can 
be viewed by the public. 
     The webcam was pur-
chased from and is oper-
ated by Atlanta-based Ox-
Blue Corporation. Approxi-
mately every 15 minutes 
the camera connects to the 
internet and uploads an 
image of the Consolidated 
Tower construction site to 
the server. The server then 
uploads to the website so 
that anyone who visits 
http://
www.sammc.amedd.army
.mil/  and clicks on the icon 
at the bottom of the page, 
ñWatch Our Progress,ò can 
see what is happening at 
the construction site in vir-
tually real time.  
     The 4 megapixel cam-
era stores approximately 
96 high resolution images 
per dayé that is equal to 
2,880 per month and 

35,040 images per year. 
Almost every moment of 
the construction project can 
be accessed starting on the 
day the camera was in po-
sition on January 5. View-
ers can print, email, and 
save photos from the site 
as well as choose a spe-
cific point and zoom in on 
the action. Because we 
chose to go ñgreenò and 
utilize the solar power op-
tion for the camera, and the 
camera uses cellular fre-
quency for photo upload, it 
is a truly ñwirelessò camera. 
     The camera will be in 
place until the tower is 
complete in late 2011.  
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The Consolidated Tower 
will house a Level 1 
trauma center, operating 
rooms, clinical and ad-

ministrative space and an 
extension of the interna-
tionally acclaimed BAMC 

burn center . 
(Photos courtesy OxBlue-
Corporation)  
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Brooke Army Medical Cen-
ter FORT SAM HOUSTON, 
Texas -- A ribbon-cutting 
ceremony for the first fully 
completed BRAC project at 
BAMC was held Friday, De-
cember 18. The new Magnetic 
Resonance Imaging (MRI) 
expansion includes provider 
updated, state-of-the-art tech-
nology and will accommodate 
the incoming inpatient mission 
from the 59th Medical Wing. 
This construction and renova-
tion project began in October 
2008 and concluded in No-
vember 2009.  
     The MRI facility has been 
upgraded with the latest tech-
nology and enhanced with the 
best possible clinical sur-
roundings. The cutting edge 
MRI Suites are located on the 
first floor, bed tower entrance 
of the hospital in the west 
wing. At 8,796 sq. ft., the MRI 
suite has more than doubled 
the size of wing that was 
razed in order to begin con-
struction of the consolidated 
tower.             
     The new equipment in-
cludes three Siemens units, 
two 1.5 Tesla MRIs and one 
3.0 Tesla MRI, each of which 
features a larger diameter 
opening so that the patient 

feels more comfortable during 
the procedure. This area was 
designed by integrated Army 
and Air Force clinicians, with 
the goal of providing seamless 
care to all beneficiaries using 
the San Antonio Military Medi-
cal Center.  
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New MRI is first completed BRAC project at BAMC 

Photo of the demolition of 
the MRI wing on the east 
side of BAMC in March 
2009. (Photo by JMFO -

SA)  

Above: BG Joseph Caravalho, Commanding Gen-
eral, BAMC and COL Yong Bradley cut the ribbon 

to the new MRI facilities while BAMC Renovation 
Project Manager, Kate Toor, of the San Antonio 

Joint Medical Facilities Office, and MRI Supervi-
sor, Rudy Reyna assist. (Photo by Kelly Schaefer, 
BAMC Video and Photography) Below: A state - of -
the - art Siemens MRI unit is installed in the new 
suite. (Photo by Dwayne Snader, BAMC Medical 
Photographer)  


